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ABSTRACT 
 
AGUSTIN. 14111310003. The influence of the application of round table strategy 
On students’ ability in writing descriptive text At the eight class of smp negeri 4 
palimanan. 
Writing is an important part of in high school and university study, because 
if written assignments that may be one paragraph or several paragraphs, 
written answer for test and exam that may be a few sentences, a paragraph or 
two, or a complete essay, so certain using writing skill. It is needed in 
communication especially English as an international language.  But in the fact, 
writing skill seems the most difficult skill to be mastered. As in SMP Negeri 4 
Palimanan  that many students often find difficulties to writing in English language. 
Actually, English teacher can teach foreign language by using any ways, because 
the goal of teaching writing is improve students' writing skill.  
The aims of the research in writing thesis are: to know the students writing 
ability in descriptive text at the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan 
before the application of Round Table strategy.  To know the students writing 
ability in descriptive text at the eighth grade students’ of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan 
after the application of Round Table strategy. To know there any positive and 
significance, influence of the application of Round Table strategy on the students’ 
ability in writing descriptive text. 
The methodology of this research is pre-experimental research with one 
group pretest-posttest design. The population in this research is all of first grade 
students of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan. The sample of this research is the students of 
VIII – G that consists of 33 students, 14 males and 19 females. The technique of 
collecting data is using t-test (pretest and posttest) and data analyzed by using the 
formula of research data analysis and SPSS 16 application. 
Based on the result finding of this research, there is the influence of the 
application of round table strategy on students’ ability in writing descriptive text at 
the eight class of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan. The achievement of students before the 
use of the application of round table strategy on students’ ability in writing 
descriptive text shows the students in poor level with the means of score 45. But, 
the achievement of students after the use of strategy shows the improvement result 
with the rank of students result is in enough level with the means of posttest that is 
68.09. For further evidence, the researcher uses scientific calculation by using SPSS 
application. First, the value of significant column of t-count test by using SPSS 
application, and the result is 9,131 and t table is 0,05. The t count > t table shows 
the significant the influence using the strategy. Then, the value of correlation 
product moment “r” shows 0,250 that mean there is positive and significant 
influence. So, the hypothesis of the research is Ha is accepted and H0 is rejected.  
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The chapter one explaination about the reason why this research are taken. 
There are area of the research very different with other reseacrh, because look at 
the parts of this research. in detail of the research started from background of 
problem, and then identification of problem, delimitation of the research comes to 
focus into the problem of the reseacrh. Next, there are question of the problem to 
decide the aim of the reseacrh and the signifiance of the reseacrh. 
 
1.1 Background of The Problem 
Writing is an important part of in high school and university study, because 
if written assignments that may be one paragraph or several paragraphs, 
written answer for test and exam that may be a few sentences, a paragraph 
or two, or a complete essay, so certain using writing skill. Zemach and 
Islam (2005:1) say that “Writing is an important form of communication in 
day to day life, but it is especially important in high school and college. 
Writing is also one of the most difficult skills to master in both a first 
language and a second language.  Students can find it challenging to find ideas 
to include in their writing, and each culture has its own style for organizing 
academic writing“.  
For the first year students, the material of writing that they should be 
mastered is writing descriptive text. It is based on the curriculum of Indonesian 
Educational Ministry. According to Gerot ang Wignel (1995:4) descriptive text is 
the text that used to describe a particular person, place, or thing. The text is 
conduct by several parts such as generic structure and language feature. The 
generic structures of the text are identification and description. While, the 
language feature of the of descriptive text are using simple present tense, focus on 
specific participant, use descriptive adjective, and use action verbs. The 
descriptive text allows students to share their interesting feeling about something 
in form of writing. 
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Therefore, the researcher found the problems based on field observation on 
SMP Negeri 4Palimanan that make the researcher did research in these problems. 
The problems in this research start from the students that do not aware about the 
importance of writing. Even though, Zemach and Islam (2005:1) state that writing 
is important for communicating especially in high school or college. Furthermore, 
the students were told to write is feel bored, and lazy. Most of students cannot 
develop idea in topic. The students are difficult to learn how to learn and though 
writing in English language is not easy. It caused because many students do not 
know about a familiar vocabulary, and the students do not understand 
grammatical rules. In this curriculum the students are most active in class because 
in the curriculum are three aspects to student such as cognitive, affective, and 
psychomotor. So, in curriculum are used method or strategy, because method or 
strategy is very important in the teaching writing, in order that the students not 
lazy and bored to writing. 
Based on the problems in the previous paragraph, the researcher takes 
writing skill area as the area of the research with the aim of the research is to 
improve students’ writing ability. Based on browsing in internet unconciously, the 
researcher found Round Table as strategy to teach writing. The Round Table 
strategy did in math students (see, Mccafferty, 2006). It is interesting to research 
how if the Round Table strategy use in teaching writing. The reseacher take the 
point about this gap to reseacrh. 
From the problem above, the researcher chooses the Round Table strategy to 
improve students’ writing skill in descriptive text. The researcher conducted on 
12nd June 2016 until 12nd September 2016 at the student eight grades on first 
semester of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan. The researcher took Junior high school 
because the researcher chooses Round table strategy to improve ability on 
students’ writing descriptive text. 
The benefit of Round Table strategy are the develop meaningful solution in 
order to understanding the learning material, give exercise of open ended can the 
development critical thinking skill and students’ creative. Interact, and discussion 
with group involved students in active learning. Habituation students thinking and 
communicate with friends, teacher, and themselves. 
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The students as above condition if only left the result of the student more 
difficulties to understand and studies in the material. Therefore, the purpose 
research used strategy to improve ability in writing, students active, student 
creative in writing. And then the teacher is a facilitator of an interesting and 
meaningful learning to make students able to write well about the text. 
So, based on the problem, the researcher tries to experiment the use Round 
Table strategy. The strategy is used to support students’ ability in writing 
descriptive text. Finally, the researcher takes this project become “the influence of 
the application of round table strategy On students’ ability in writing descriptive 
text at the eight class of SMP Negeri 4 palimanan”.  
 
1.2 Identification of the problem 
Based on the background of the problem, in this part the problem is 
identified as follow: 
1.2.1 The Field of the Research  
 The writing ability is became the field of this research, in order to 
improve students’ ability in writing by using Round Table strategy. 
1.2.2 The Kinds of the Problem  
 The problems are found in SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan. Base on the 
observation, the researcher classify the problem in English learning 
especially about writing learning, such as:  
1) Students do not know about the importance of writing. 
2) Students feel writing as the bored lesson. 
3) Students feel writing is not easy. 
4) Students do not know familiar vocabulary 
5) Students feel lazy to writing 
6) Students fell difficult to learn writing. 
7) Students are not treated with suitable method to learn 
writing. 
1.2.3 Main Problem  
The main problem of this research is the difficulty of 
student to learn English writing. The problems include the students 
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that not easy to learn writing, feel lazy, not knowing English 
vocabulary and they do not treat with suitable method. So this 
thesis the researcher wants to serve the influence of the application 
of round table strategy on students’ ability in writing descriptive 
text at the eight class of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan 
 
1.3 Delimitation of the Problem 
Based on the identification of the problem above, the focus of this 
study is the problem occurred of eight grade students at the SMP Negeri 4 
Palimanan. The problem is low skill to develop idea in topic. Many students 
do not know about a familiar vocabulary, the students very lazy to writing, 
and the students bored in writing. Actually the teacher can use many 
conventional teaching. The teacher cannot use strategy in teaching. The 
researcher applied Round Table strategy in writing skill to improve ability in 
writing, students active, student creative in writing. Especially, it applies to 
students’ in writing skill of the descriptive text at the junior high school. 
 
1.4 The Questions of the Research 
Based on the problems, the researcher composes tree questions that 
need to be answered through a research. The questions are: 
1) How is the students’ ability in writing descriptive text at the eight grade 
students of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan before the application of Round 
Table strategy? 
2) How is the students’ ability in writing descriptive text at the eight grade 
students of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan after the application of Round 
Table strategy? 
3) Is there any positive and significant influence of the application of Round 
Table strategy on the students’ ability in writing descriptive text? 
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1.5 The Aim of the Research 
1) To know the students writing ability in descriptive text at the eight grade 
students of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan before the application of Round Table 
strategy. 
2) To know the students writing ability in descriptive text at the eight grade 
students of SMP Negeri 4 Palimanan after the application of Round Table 
strategy. 
3) To know there any positive and significance, influence of the application of 
Round Table strategy on the students’ ability in writing descriptive text. 
 
1.6 Significance of the Research 
This research is expected to give practically and theoretically and the 
result of the study are hoped to give some significance to the students, 
teachers, writer herself, institution and other researchers.  
1.6.1 Practically 
The researcher makes this research in order to supporting 
learning and teaching process practically. Furthermore, this 
research can be used as reference to other researcher or the 
institution. 
1.6.1.1 For students 
This study can help the students to understand descriptive texts easily 
and more interest in writing. They fell enthusiasm to learn and highly 
motivated because they are learning to express their ideas in writing, 
and they are enjoy and interesting in writing. 
1.6.1.2 For English Teacher 
The reaserch gives the teachers new ways to teach writing. They can 
use Round Table as their strategy to teach writing. Furthermore,  the 
teacher who use strategy that are more creative to develop technique in 
teaching writing so that teaching writing more interesting and the 
students has always been eager to learn writing in the classroom. 
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1.6.1.3 For Other Researcher 
The result of this research can enrichment the researcher knowledge 
about this strategy. It also stimulatse the other researcher to do another 
experiment with same or different strategy to examine a strategy of 
teaching. 
1.6.1.4 For Institution 
As the institution of educator makers, IAIN Syekh Nurjati Cirebon must 
create innovation to support learning activity. This research add the 
collection of innovation that this institution can give to support learning 
activity. 
 
1.6.2 Theoretically 
The research also can give benefit as the theoretical reference. The benefit 
of this research in theoretical side such as: 
1.6.2.1 The result of the research could be used as input in English teaching 
writing. 
1.6.2.2 The result of the research could be used as the reference for those who 
want to conduct a research in English teaching writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
66 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Arikunto, Suharsimi. (2013). Prosedur Penelitian; Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. 
Jakarta: PT Rineka Cipta. 
Ary, Donald; Jacobs, Lucy cheser; Razavieh, Asghar; & Sorenen, Chris. 2006. 
Introduction to Research in Education (7th ed.). Belmont: Thomson 
Wadsworth. 
Blanchard, Karen and Christina Root. 2003. Ready to Write, Longman: Pearson 
Education. 
Barnet & Stubbys’s. 1983. Practice guide to writing. Boston:  little, Brown & 
company 
Diane A Wilbur. 1966. Composition; model and exercises. New york: Harcourt, 
Brace & world 
Fraenkel, R. Jack. & Wallen, E. Norman. 2009. How to Design and Evaluate 
Research in Education (7th ed.). Bottom: The McGraw – Hill Higher 
Education.  
George, Labercane. 1988. Talkin the Loneliness out of Writing.  Paper presented at 
the annual meeting of the National Council of Teachers of English, Saint 
Louis, Mo.(ERIC  Document  Reproduction Service no.  ED 305 646). 
 Hammond, Jenny. 1992. English for Social Purposes, National Centre for 
English Language Teaching and Reseach, Macquarie University Sydney 
Hariwijaya & Triton. (2011). Pedoman penulisan ilmiah skripsi dan thesis. 
 Harmer, Jemery. 2004. How to teach writing. England : Personal Education 
Limited. 
Harmer, J. (2001). The Practice of English Language Teaching. Longman : Essex. 
Harmer, Jeremy. (2007). How To Teach English. England: Pearson Education 
Limited. 
67 
 
 
 Horvath, Jozsef. 2001. Advanced writing in English as a foreign language. Holly 
Bela: Lingua Franca Csoport. 
Hogue, Ann. 1996. First Step in Academic Writing, Longman: Wesley Publishing 
Jenny Hammond. 1992. English for Social Purposes, National Centre for English 
Language Teaching and Reseach, Macquarie University Sydney 
Larson – Hall, Jenifer. 2010. A Guide to Doing Statistics in Second Language 
Research Using SPSS. New York: Routledge. 
Lodico, G. Marguerite; Spaulding, T. Dean, & Voegtle, H. Katherine. 2010. 
Method in Educational Research from Theory of Practice. USA: Jossey 
Bass 
Linda Gerot, Peter Wignell. 1995. Making Sense of Functional Grammar, 
Antipadean Educational Enterprises (AEE). Australia 
Lila fink, et, Al. 1985. Choices a text for writing and reading. Boston: little, 
Brown & company 
Mccafferty, steven G., Dkk. 2006. Cooperative Learning and Second Language 
Teaching. New York: Cambridge University Press  
Meyer, L. H. Jill, B. B, et.al. 2005. School Inclusion and Multicultural Issues in  
special education in Multicultural Education: Characteristic and Goals in 
Multicultural Education Issue adn Perspective (Banks & Banks). 
Hobboken: Jhon Wiley & Sons, Inc 
Mursyid. 2010. Learning Descriptive text. Microsoft Student – Encarta 
Oshima, Alice and Ann Hogue. 2006, 4thEd. Writing Academic English, 
Longman: Pearson. 
Nunan, David. (1991). Language Teaching Methodology. United Kindom: 
Pretince Hall International. Ltd. 
Nunan, David. (1992). Research Method In Language Learning. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 
 
68 
 
 
Robert scholes and nancy R comely. 1985. The practice of writing. New york: ST. 
martin’s press 
Setiawan,et al. 2008. Pengantar Statistik. Bandung: UPI 
Tarigan, Henry Guntur. 1986. Menulis Sebagai Suatu Keterampilan Berbahasa. 
Bandung: Angkasa. 
Walker, Richard. 2010. Five Elements of Good Writing: A teaching unit of five 
lesson plans closely following Unit 2 of. From Great Sentences to Great 
Paragraphs. -1: 1-27 
Yamin, Martinis, dkk. 2008. Taktik Pengembangan Individual Siswa. Jakarta: 
G.P.Pers. 
Zemach, E. Dorothy. & Islam, Carlos. 2005. Paragraph Writing from Sentence to 
Paragraph. Towns Roaf, Oxford: Macmillan. 
 
